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CBA Member Survey 2020  

Paper version (based on survey rev. 7 - 7/8/2020)  

Thank you for participating in our 2020 California Blacksmith Association 

(CBA) survey.  The survey should take 15 - 20 minutes to complete. 

Responses are anonymous, greatly appreciated, and will help ensure that our 

organization will be tailored to your needs. (Starred * questions required an 

answer on the on-line version.) Address to mail it in at the end. Thank you! 

 

* 1. Are you an annual member of the California Blacksmith Association 

(CBA)?  

Yes  

No  (Skip to question 3.) 

 

2. Approximately how long have you been a member of the CBA?  

Less than a year  (Skip to question 5.) 

1-2 years (Skip to question 5.) 

2-5 years (Skip to question 5.) 

5-10 years  (Skip to question 5.) 

10+ years  (Skip to question 5.) 

 

* 3. Were you a member in the past?  

Yes - but I let my annual membership lapse  

I just join as an event member to attend the Spring Conference  

No - have never been a member  

4. If you were a member but let your CBA membership lapse, please 

share with us why you're no longer a member.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

5. How did you originally hear about the California Blacksmith 

Association?  

Friend / family member recommended  

Blacksmith instructor or demonstrator  

Social media (Facebook, etc)  

On-line search engine (Google)  

Other (please specify)  

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

* 6. Which of these best describes you?  

I make my living as a blacksmith / working with metal  

Blacksmithing / working with metal is a serious hobby of mine  

Blacksmithing / working with metal is one hobby among others  

I’m still a beginner / novice at blacksmithing / working with metal  

I’ve never tried blacksmithing / working with metal, but I like the CBA 

community  

I previously did blacksmithing / working with metal but no longer do so.  

 



Page 2 
 

Comments:  

------------------------------------------------------------------- 

* 7. I consider myself:  (Check at least one and up to 3.)  

a blacksmith  

a welder / fabricator  

a metalsmith  

a bladesmith  

A craftsman / craftsperson / machinist  

an artist  

a maker  

a student  

a collector  

a fan / spectator / non-participant  

Other (please specify)  

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

* 8. What do you want to get out of the CBA. (Select all that apply.)  

Support blacksmithing in California  

Read the California Blacksmith Magazine  

Get ideas for projects  

Learn from master blacksmiths  

Explore what other blacksmiths are up to  

I’m looking for fun experiences  

Meet interesting people  

Connect with friends / colleagues at events  

Make something cool / useful  

Expand my skill set  

Become a blacksmith  

Become a bladesmith  

Earn money by blacksmithing  

Share my skills and passion for blacksmithing as an instructor  

Get a CBA blacksmith certification  

Other (please specify)  

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

* 9. Do you have a CBA Certification?  

No and I’m not interested  

No but I’m working on it!  

Yes - Earned Level 1  

Yes - Made it to Level 2!  

Yes - All the way to Level 3!  

 

10. If "No and I'm not interested": Why aren’t you interested in a CBA 

Certification? (open response)  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

* 11. What do you like about the CBA?  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

* 12. What about the CBA needs to be improved?  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

* 13. Which of these CBA events have you attended in the past 2 years? 

(Choose all that apply.)  

Instructor Training - South in February 2020  

Forge Welding Workshop in Loomis  

Octoberfest 2019 in Cazadero  

Wayne’s World 2019 in Lake Matthews  

Roaring Camp Hammer In 2019  

2018 Hard Rock Hammer In  

Spring Conference 2019 in Grass Valley  

CBA sponsored instruction for Level 1, 2, or 3.  

None of those but I have attended CBA events previously.  

I haven't attended any CBA events.  

Other (please specify)  

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

* 14. Thinking about a CBA event like a hammer-in, which of these best 

describes you?  

I will go anywhere in California for a CBA event even if I have to travel 

a full day or more to get there  

I am only willing to go to a CBA event if I can get there in 5-6 hours  

I will only go to CBA events in my local area, for example, within a 2-3 

hour drive  

I only go to CBA events that are within an hour drive from my house  

I generally don’t attend CBA events  

Comments: 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

* 15. The next question is specifically about the CBA Spring Conference. 

Assuming the program, educational opportunities, well-known 

demonstrators, and attendees are similar to a typical CBA Spring 

Conference, which of these best describes you?  

The CBA Spring Conference is an event I never miss - no matter where 

in California it is happening, you will most likely find me there  

I attend the CBA Spring Conference but only when it is happening in 

my region, eg. within a half-day drive from me  

I have attended in the past but these days generally don’t attend the 

CBA Spring Conference  

I have never attended the CBA Spring Conference.  

Comments:  
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* 16. The next question is specifically about the CONTENT of CBA 

Events (eg: Spring Conference, Hard Rock Hammer In, etc…) What are 

you looking to get out of attending a CBA Event? (Check at least one 

and up to 8.)  

Methods and techniques via CBA Instructors (Dan Perkins, Victoria 

Ritter, etc)  

Exposure to international demonstrators  

Exposure to well-known domestic demonstrators  

Quick forging skill and speed contests  

Longer design / build team contests  

Knife / blade making Skills  

Tool making skills, (hammers, tongs, chisels, drifts, etc.)  

Skills and methods for small scale work (jewelry, EDC items, hand 

tools, locks, etc)  

Skills and methods for medium scale work (furniture, lighting, maquette 

scale sculpture)  

Skills and methods for larger scale work (gates, railings, large sculpture)  

Design skills for blacksmithing  

Activities for young blacksmiths  

Meet / hang around with well-known blacksmiths / metal artists  

Show my work and see other's work in the gallery  

Be inspired by the portfolio slideshows and lectures of demonstrators  

Learning about business skills for blacksmiths  

Experience gender and ethnic diversity in blacksmithing  

Opportunity to sell my products / tools / equipment / etc  

Opportunity to purchase products / tools / equipment / etc  

Participate in the auction  

Catching up with friends and colleagues  

Music  

Late night parties  

Other (please specify)  

 

------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

* 17. Again, thinking about the CBA Spring Conference or other CBA 

events, what would you like to see more of? (Check at least one and up to 

3.)  

Methods and techniques via CBA Instructors (Dan Perkins, Victoria 

Ritter, etc)  

Exposure to international demonstrators  

Exposure to well-known domestic demonstrators  

Quick forging skill and speed contests  

Longer design / build team contests  

Knife / blade making Skills  

Tool making skills, (hammers, tongs, chisels, drifts, etc.)  

Skills and methods for small scale work (jewelry, EDC items, hand 

tools, locks, etc)  

Skills and methods for medium scale work (furniture, lighting, maquette 

scale sculpture)  

Skills and methods for larger scale work (gates, railings, large sculpture)  

Design skills for blacksmithing  

Activities for young blacksmiths  

Meet / hang around with well known blacksmiths / metal artists  

Show my work and see other's work in the gallery  



Page 5 
 

Be inspired by the portfolio slideshows and lectures of demonstrators  

Learning about business skills for blacksmiths  

Experience gender and ethnic diversity in blacksmithing  

Opportunity to sell my products / tools / equipment / etc  

Opportunity to purchase products / tools / equipment / etc  

Participate in the Auction  

Catching up with friends and colleagues  

Music  

Late night parties  

Other (please specify)  

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

* 18. Here are some words that could be used to describe a CBA event 

such as CBA Spring Conference. Please select the words that most 

closely match how you would describe your experience at CBA events. 

(Check one to 5 words.)  

Friendly  

Aloof  

Warm  

Uncaring  

Inclusive  

Safe  

Intimidating  

Welcoming  

Inspiring  

Fun  

Educational  

Boring  

Collaborative  

Isolated  

Encouraged  

Confused  

Artistic  

Uninteresting  

Exhausting  

 

* 19. Would you recommend membership in the California 

Blacksmithing Association to your family, friends, colleagues or others?  

Definitely would  

Probably would  

Probably would not  

Definitely would not  

 

20. Please let us know why you would / would not recommend CBA?  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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21. Please describe your level of experience working with metal.  

Never tried it / no experience  

Less than one year of experience  

1-2 years  

3-4 years  

5-10 years  

More than 10 years  

 

Comments 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

* 22. Have you taken blacksmithing classes? Please select all that apply.  

Haven’t taken any formal classes - am learning on my own using 

YouTube, etc.  

Classes at a blacksmithing school  

Classes at college / art school  

Learned from my parents / family / someone in my household  

Classes (group or private) with a CBA certified instructor  

Classes / workshops at CBA conferences and events  

Other (please specify)  

-------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

* 

23. Which choice best describes your access to a forge you can use?  

I have a forge / the ability to practice blacksmithing at home / at my 

place of business.  

There is a forge in my local area that I go to to practice blacksmithing. I 

can use it at least once a week.  

There is a forge that I go to to practice blacksmithing. It is available less 

than once a week or it is not close to me.  

I need to wait for CBA conferences and events in order to practice 

blacksmithing.  

I don't need access to a forge to pursue my interests.  

* 24. The CBA is considering offering remote training sessions led by 

well-known smiths. The CBA will incur some cost in putting these on. 

How much would you be willing to pay for a live interactive small group 

class if the subject were of interest to you?  

$25 per hour or more under the right circumstances.  

Maybe $10 per hour, more or less.  

If you charge a fee, I'll make do with youTube.  

 

Other (please specify)  

 

25. As you may have seen CBA is moving to a hybrid skinny print 

magazine plus significantly expanded on-line content. Would you prefer 

the magazine:  

Hybrid model - skinny print edition in the mail plus on-line content - I 

like having something from CBA I can hold.  

On-line only for the magazine - I don't need a physical magazine to 

appreciate the content that CBA provides.  
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Comments:  

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

* 26. Much of the content of the CBA magazine will only be on-line in 

the future. Would you be interested in purchasing a "Best of CBA" 

collection in book form at the end of the year?  

Yes, and I'd be willing to pay $50 for such yearly collection  

Yes, but my budget would be closer to $20  

No, I don't need a printed volume.  

 

Comments:  

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

* 27. Are you a blacksmithing instructor? That is, are you teaching 

blacksmithing to others, whether in public ‘classroom’ settings or 

privately?  

Yes  

No   (skip to question 31.) 

28. As an instructor, are you set up to provide classes through on-line 

portals, webinars, video instruction, or conference calls?  

Yes, I am already set up for that at my home forge or at a local forge.  

No, I am not set up for that but am willing to do so  

I am not interested in providing this teaching method  

 

Comments:  

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

29. Are you a CBA Certified Instructor?  

Yes  

No, but I would like to be  

No  

 

30. (If no) Why not?  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  

 

This section will ask about ways you may be interested in supporting the 

CBA. The CBA is totally supported by its membership. If you are a dues-

paying member, thank you so very much! Annual dues cover the magazine 

and website costs and some administration. With the Pandemic the CBA has 

had to cancel and postpone multiple events, a primary source of revenue for 

our non-profit. So in order to maintain our organization we have to ask our 

members for help. 

* 31. Dues for individual and family CBA memberships have remained 

the same for a number of years. Which statement below best matches the 

way you feel about dues?  

It is important to me that CBA dues are stable from year to year.  

I could afford to pay a little more for CBA dues if they were raised to 

help keep pace with increasing expenses  

For me to continue to be or become a member, I would need dues to 

decrease some.  
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32. CBA is a completely volunteer-run organization. We need help from 

our members in order to make the organization run, put on events, write 

the articles, etc. Would you be interested in volunteering with us in some 

fashion?  

I am already volunteering!  

No thanks  

Yes - please contact me to discuss (enter email or phone number here )  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

* 33. With changing health orders from local and state government the 

CBA will ensure all safety protocols are being followed at events. 

Assuming relevant safety protocols are followed, to what degree would 

you feel it was safe to attend a CBA event that is within driving distance 

from your home?  

I would feel it is safe to attend right now  

I am not quite ready but can imagine that I will be in the near future  

I'd consider going but would significantly limit my participation to feel 

safe  

I'm not likely to attend any CBA event until there is a vaccine and / or 

better therapies against COVID19.  

Other response (please specify)  

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

34. The CBA needs the help of its members.  We are looking at boosting 

revenues through donations and membership recruitment. What can 

you pledge to do? I will (please check all that apply):  

Join the CBA! Please send me info. (Fill in e-mail below)  

Work to recruit one or more dues paying members.  

Post on social media about why supporting the CBA is important to me.  

Share this survey with a friend (Here: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3ZGR2M5 [you might have to copy / 

paste] also there is a pointer to the survey on the calsmith.org home page and 

as an announcement on the CBA Facebook page.)  

Make a one-time donation, please send me info. (Fill in e-mail below)  

Make a monthly or quarterly contribution of $10 or more. (Fill in e-mail 

below)  

Support an increase in membership dues next year to offset the losses 

from event cancellations.  

 

Please provide your name plus an e-mail address or a phone number so we 

can contact you. Joining the CBA and making donations can also be done 

online at calsmith.org.  

 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

These questions will help us get a better understanding of the demographics 

of our community 

 

* 35. Where do you live?  

California  (Continue with question 36.) 

Arizona   (Skip to question 37.) 

Nevada  (Skip to question 37.) 

Oregon  (Skip to question 37.) 

Other state in the USA  (Skip to question 37.) 

Outside the USA  (Skip to question 37.) 

Prefer not to say.  (Skip to question 37.) 
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36. For those that live in California, what county do you live in?  

Butte, Colusa, El Dorado, Glenn, Lassen, Modoc, Nevada, Placer, 

Plumas, Sacramento, Shasta, Sierra, Siskiyou, Sutter, Tehama, Yolo, Yuba  

Del Norte, Humboldt, Lake, Mendocino, Napa, Sonoma, Trinity  

Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa 

Clara, Santa Cruz, Solano  

Alpine, Amador, Calaveras, Madera, Mariposa, Merced, Mono, San 

Joaquin, Stanislaus, Tuolumne  

Monterey, San Benito, San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, Ventura  

Fresno, Inyo, Kern, Kings, Tulare  

Riverside, San Bernardino  

Los Angeles  

Orange  

Imperial, San Diego  

Prefer not to say.  

 

37. What is your gender (please select one or more)  

Male  

Female  

Gender Diverse (gender non-conforming and / or transgender)  

Prefer not to say  

 

38. Which category below includes your age?  

17 or younger  

18-20  

21-29  

30-39  

40-49  

50-59  

60-69  

70 or older  

Prefer not to say  

 

39. How do you identify your ethnicity? (select all that apply - you may 

select more than one)  

White  

Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin  

Black or African American  

Asian  

American Indian or Alaska Native  

Middle Eastern or North African  

Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander  

Some other race, ethnicity, or origin  

Prefer not to say  

Other (please specify)  

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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40. What is your approximate annual household income?  

Less than $50,000 per year  

Between $50,000 - $100,000 per year  

Between $100,000 - $150,000 per year  

More than $150,000 per year  

Prefer not to say  

41. Do you have children under age 18 living in your household?  

Yes  

No  

Prefer not to say  

 

 

CBA Member Survey 2020  

THANK YOU FOR COMPLETING OUR SURVEY!  

Be sure to visit the CBA website, calsmith.org to join, renew, donate, and to 

find out all sorts of information about blacksmithing in California 

 

42. Any other comments or reactions to this survey? If so enter them 

here.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

43. If you'd like us to get back to you please enter your contact 

information:  

Name 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Email Address  

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Phone Number  

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------- 

  

 

 

Please mail your completed survey to: 

 

CBA Survey 2020 

c/o Paul Boulay 

201 Hardy Ave. 

Campbell, CA 95008 

 

 


